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HE SOCIALIST PaRTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


OF THE 49TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE (1953) HELD AT CONWAY HALL, 
N, ON FRIDAY, SATURDAY and SUNDAY, Srd, 4th & Sth APRIL, 1953, 


: ca. atin > . 


ms ist Day : 11.10 a.m. - 


6 pms 
end Day: 11.05 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Grd Day: 11.25 a.m. - 5.20 p.m. 
Delegates present Branches represented 
st Day. 67 25 


Delegates from Glasgow (City) and Nottingham were permitted to sit with-— 
out credentials. Kelvingrove was permitted to have the Branch voting taken 
‘in absentia!', 

Eccles, High Wycombe, Wickford and Kelvingrove were not represen’ ai 

2nd Day. 

Birmingham Branch was permitted to have its voting taken until after lunch 
Eccles, High Wycombe, Wickford and Kelvingrove were not represented, 


Srd Day. 60 

Eccles, High Wycombe, Wickford and Kelvingrove were not represented. 
CHAIRMAN : R. Ambridge 

VICE-CHAIRMAN; E. Guy 

TELIERS; F. Lawrence, J. Lestor and R. Vicary. 


REPORT OF THE 49TH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


es 


—— 


e EXECUTIVE COMMITT : No Action, 
(a) Branches. No action. 
(bo) Membership No action, 
(c) Central Branch d aE = 
(1) Membership 
(11) Finance No action. 


Bloomshury. (Kersley) stated that something should be done regarding the 
proper collection of dues from the Central Branch membership. 
(111) Members in arrears, No action. 
(d) Groups. 
Ealing. The Branch asked for informatiton as to whether a Group Secretary 
was not operating. 
Central Organiser reported that two Group Secretaries had been appointed 
recently and were now operating. 
e) Ballot procedure: Ballot by post. No action, 
f) Party polls and written statements. No action. 
g) Party polls and special meetings. 
lution - Ealing (Hampson - Warnecke) 
at the E.C. be recommended to instruct all branches submitting 
resolutions to the E.C. in future to give full details of voting, 
attendance, otc," Carried nem. con. 
Hampson stated that the branch considered [t absolutely essential for this 
to Es done in the future, in a recent Party Poll it was discovered that 
of the six branches requesting the Poll, only one had given its voting end” 
attendance, Whon the information was finally received from the branthes | 
concerned, it transpired that the Party had taken a Poll at the request 
of 38 members FOR and 2 AGAINST, A : ¥ 
(h) History of the Party and Companion Parties. No action. — 
(1) ag he nd igs Journal, = 
Warnecke (Ealing), asked whether the cost of producing 'Forum! had 
{ncréased, and whether the E.C. would imvestigate possible economies 
the production of the journal, - 
Resolution - S.W. London (Kirk - Phillips) 
at in the opinion of this Conference, the price of ‘Forum? shoe 
be raised to 7d. per copy to avoid the Party Funds being used 


its subsidy". Lo st a large majority. Pree 
Amendment - St. Pancras (Moss — Woclas} aan 
"To delete the phrase 'should. be 7d, per copy’ and insert and 
the price be adjusted if necessary to cover the cost of 


Lost 16 ~ 34, 


26 


1 was useful, nevertheless : 


1 16 rna a 
Kirk [S.W. London). Whilst eg ja and the Party should noty 


not an essential part of et ee te 
ere be required to subs © . . J 
ree. (Manchester). We could not keep changing the ake would be 
setter to keep a round price, and Party members should make a special 
effort to sell all copies printed in order to avoid any loss. 
McGregor (S.W. London), He was opposed to the amendment as the Party 
would not know where it stood if the price fluctuated. It was essential 
that we should know what income was due assuming that all those copies 
printed were sold. 
Flitter (Fulham). No resolution was necessary. If ‘Forum! was losing 
money, the Treasurer would bring this to the attention of the E.C. We 
did not know what the position would be in the future regarding printing 
costs etc., and it should be left to the discretion of the E.C. 


Standing Orders Committee read a letter from Kelvingrove Branch stating 
that they could not send delegates to Conference, but had sent a record 
of their voting and hoped it would be accepted and recorded, 
Resolution - Flitter (Fulham) - Cosham (Camberwell) 

at Kelvingrove's request be acceded to". Carried 30 - 28. 
Lee (Manchester). Thought this was unwise. In future othor branche s 
might follow this precedent, 


mig 
Warnecke (Ealing). Conference was for delezat 3 
pamncek ats fous runt Bates to discuss and confer; 


McDowell (Lewisham) thought this was not a good , F 
hes should make the effort to send aélopateee precedent to adopt; branc- 


i CO) ie Journal (cont'd) 
Moss - Pancras). Since the production of 'Forum!, the k 
Propaganda Research , bs agg ag a 
ee a Research Committee had stopped. He asked why the E.G. had dorw 
Hart (Islington). It had not been a question of the 
ee oe tobe ns ae mate=tal, qoming aaa a aemauuee 
reduced, 6 members on ommittee : 
(j) Premises. No action. had ceased to function. 
(k) Library No action. 
(1) Membership of the Armed Forces. No action. 
(m) Conference: Special Branch Meetings. No action, 
pn pons so Delegais Mcetings - procedure. No action 
fo) onference elegate mectings —- E.C. a . 

(p) Delegate meating: eae se SCendenoe? action. 
Resolution - S.W. London (Kirk - McGregor) 
"That in view of the serious financial position of the Party the 

E.C. be recommended to give earnest consideration to the hiring of 
a hall, cheaper than Conway Hall, for Conference meetings. Also 
consideration be given to either hiring a cheaper hell, or 
Head Office for delegate meetings". Lost b 1 saan 
(q) Central Organiser's Report. No action. 
4, PROPAGANDA. 
(a) Provincial Propaganda, 
Resolution - Manchester. 
"Phat this Conference instructs the E.C 
tour of the provinces for a period o 
viz. June, July and August, calling u 
assist". Carried 54 - 22. 
Amendment (S.W. London). 
eélete the words 'of three months 
Addendum (Camberwell) ; 
dd ‘provided hospitality can be gf 


mm 


McDowall (Lewisham) challenged Conference 
that some branches were being allowed to Vv 
membership, a. 


Ambridge (Chair) easkéd Ealing Branch to § 
ta Ce or 
Lawrence (Standing Orders Committe 
according to figures he nad réceived f 


3. 


Organiser - According to the Form !C! the branch was in order. 
December 1Y¥52 membership had fluctuated but at present 6 delegates 
Bling was correct. 

pBlegate was allowed to remain at the table. 

) Provincial Propaganda (cont'd). 

ution - (Manchester) 


hat s Party being a political party should revise its 
propaganda to meet present needs and conditions”. 
Solution - Flitter (Fulham) Snelgrove (Brighton). 
No action”. reed. 
esolution - (St. Pancras). 


at this Conference instructs the B.C. to organise a provincial 
propaganda tour on the lines laid down by the Annual Conference 1951 
and 1952." Carried 53 - 10, 
Item for discussion (U). 
Islington Branch "May Day Rally in Trafalgar Square in 1954". 
Courtney (Islington), Islington Branch thought it a good idea. We 
could make a big show with banners, loud-speakers etc., and Trafalgar 
Square is exclusive. 
Item for discussion (D). 
Paddington Branch - "Is our approach to propaganda sufficiently 
constructive. 
May (Paddington). considered that our propaganda had been, so far, of a 
chopping oc nature. We could be more sympathetic to other's points 
of view - we have been too busy demolishing and too little constructive. 
We have made people antagonistic where they should be more attentive. 
On the question of 'Socialism!, people are more interested in what it will 
be like, but we do not answer the questions, but fob the questioner off. 
It does not mean that by talking about Socialism we are predicting. 
Lake (E.C.). The Declaration of Principles keeps our propaganda on the 
rails - they are wide enough for socialists to expand, and narrow 
enough to allow non-socialists to understand, they keep to fundamentals. 
There will be problems on the dawn of Socialism. We should deal with 
those problems. Capitalism is producing more and more problems; we can 
only make generalisations. Capitalism has subjected Man to the machine. 
McDowall (Lewisham). The other speakers had not dealt with specific 
cases, When answering questions, speakers should give an answer that not 


only satisfies themselves but the audience also. Forums and discussions 
will help us to do this. 


Snelgrove (Brighton) asked what Paddington Branch meant by 'construvtive! 
erates (Bloomsbury). said that the Party should take note of what Com. 1 
May had satdi : 
Young (Hampstead.ssked what is meant by 'the positive side!, 
MacGregor (SW London).Paddington Branch should put its point of view 
te lace Aid white, chee should dreft a circular on what they thought 
the party's attitude should be, 
Robertson (Brighton). The party's case was destructive and constructive 
at the same €. Questions from the audience revealed that they 
understood Socialism but not Capitalism. 
Flitter (Fulham) said that there was a need for cohesion amongst propagan 
sts. 
Lee (Manchester). We cannot tell what Capitalism will be like in ten 
i yoars time. How could we predict what Socialism will be like, when we 
{ did not know for sure ourselves, We could say what it won't be like. 


Turner (Paddington) asked what of the speakers answering questions — J 
theru 1s & wide divergence of opinion in the Party, what definite line ~ 


should he take. People want to know what will happen under Socialism, 
how taings will be produced and distributed, and what we mean by 
‘democratic control!. It is our fault - people know that we are oppo >. 
to Capitalism and in favour of Socialism but no more than that. The 
differences df opinion should be brought out into the open. Since 1906 ~ 
the Farty has published no literature on the subject of Socialism, the 
was brief chapter in one pamphlet only. 

Snelgrove (Brighton) challenged Turner to elaborate on the lack of 
mention of Socialism in Party literature. 

Groves (E.C.) agreed with Turner and said that we could not have — 
on the platform with differing points of view, ; 


a: 


‘ 
*« 
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al 
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McLaughlin (S.W. London). Our problem 18 to convince the workin 

that — root of their troubles is Capitalism. The peuple 

into details of Socialism, but they make clear the work that 8 
» prior to its establishment. 

ee Pita stead) appreciated the fact that we should not be ant 

and Asaeractive, but we must be scientific and stick to matters 

demonstrable. 

waters (Paddington). Socialism is an idea based upon the analysis 

Capitalism and we should put a positive case and not merely a destruc 

one. 

G. Kerr (West Ham), The Party was being forced by present day quests 


{nto describing what Socialism will be like. 
McClatchte (Bloomsbury). The old members! ideas were no longer held & 
present members, We must explain when an audience asks about Soctall 
Read (Hackney) considered that members feel that the Party 1s not 
ntegrate the working-class movement. What we can do is to 
prosecute the class-struggle. 
May (Paddington) in winding-up said that the discussion had shown that 
the Party needs to do something about this aspect of its propaganda. 
5. FINANCE. 

General Fund, 


Re sol iae = Baupson - Wamnecke (Ealing) ). 
at the B.C. be recommended to Investigate the apparent deficit 


between the amount of dues given in the financial statement and the 
amount that should have been received if the membership had paid its 
dues in full," Carried nem. con, 

Warnecke (Ealing). According to e nancial Statement it appeared 

1at almost one third of the dues were not paid. It might be advisable 

for the E.C, to appoint some kind of Committee to see that branches 

bought their full quantity of dues stamps. The deficit was at present 

in the region of £140 per annum, 


Offord (Bloomsbury). When some members were lapsed, they left the Party 
Owing more than re weeks dues. 


Trotman (S.W. London). It was difficult because in cases where dues 
were waived, branch treasurers may accumulate a stock of dues stamps in 
hand and would not buy so many for the following period, 

Bryan (ex-E.C.). She had compiled statistics from Forms 'Ct and about 
Zeb worth of dues were waived during the year which would account for 
part of the deficit. 

Phillips (S.W, London) queried the item of £37.11.3d. for Pyblicity 
expenses. 

E. Lake (Treasurer) reported that this had been used for advertising 
arty terature. 


Parliamenta Fund. No action, 
Wow Promises. = 


Resolution -(ot. Pancras). 
at in view o € unexpectedly high cost of running Head Office, 
this Conference instructs the E.C, to examine the possibilities of 
renting suitable accomodation and selling 52 Clapham High Street. 
This Conference is further cénvinced that the Party's assets « 

be used for propaganda purposes i.e. written propaganda, p 


tours and electoral activity." Lost 8 - 67. 


Amendment = (Islington). J 

elete all after '52 Clapham High Street.'" Lost 13° 
Amendment - (Paddington). 

"Insert arter teuttable accomodation! the words tor pul 


premises less costly to run!," Lost 16 - 58. 
Amendment - (Lewisham). ee. 
at in view of the high cost of maintaining Heed ( 
Conference instructs the E.C. to investigate the po 
selling 52 Clapham High Street and acquiring (Db; 
premises more suitable to our needs." Lost 2 
McDowall (Lewisham). Our reasons for leaving y 
Tncroased rent and dilapidations, An initial en 
the beginning when the new premises were purchase 
enthusiasm had dwindled, and Head Office was being 
What we needed were smaller premises more suited to 
smaller premises could be rented or purchased the 
could be used for propaganda purposes. 


h 


Bhp 


3. 


ser - According to the Form !C! the branch was in order. 
52 membership had fluctuated but at present 6 delegates 
m Ealing was correct. 
he delegate was allowed to remain at the table. 
(a} Provincial Propaganda (cont'd). 
Resolution - (Manchester) 
"Tha iis Party being a political party should revise its 
propaganda to meet present needs and conditions”. 
Resolution - Flitter (Fulham) Snelgrove (Brighton). 


ba] 
4 


Resolution - (St. Pancras). 
"That this cConrerence instructs the E.C. to organise @ provincial 
proparanda tour on the lines laid down by the Annual Conference 1951 
and 1952." Carried 53 - 10. 
Item for discussion . 
lington Branch "May Day Rally in Trafalgar Square in 1954", 
Courtney (Islington), Islington Branch thought it a good idea. We 


g@ show with banners, loud-speakers etc., and Trafalgar 
uare is exclusive. 


Item for discussion (D). 
Paddington Branch - "Is our approach to propaganda sufficiently 
Cc ns > 


- considered that our propaganda had been, so far, of a 
chopping oc nature. .We could be more sympathetic to other's points 
of view - we have been too busy demolishing and too little constructive. 
We have made people antagonistic where they should be more attentive. 

On the question of 'Socialism!, people are more interested in what it will 
be like, but we do not answer the questions, but fob the questioner off. 
It does not mean that by talking about Socialism we are predicting. 

Lake (E.C.). The Declaration of Principles keeps our propaganda on the 
rails - they are wide enough for socialists to expand, and narrow 

enough to allow non-socialists to understand, they keep to fundamentals. 
There will be problems on the dawn of Socialism. We should deal with 
those problems. Capitalism is producing more and more problems; we can 
only make generalisations, Capitalism has subjected Man to the machine. 
McDowall (Lewisham). The other speakers had not dealt with specific 
cases. 1én answering questions, speakers should give an answer that not 


only satisfies themselves but the audience also. Forums and discussions 
will help us to do this. 


Snelgrove (Brighton) asked what Paddington Branch meant by "construvtive? 
Sorstey (Bloomsbury). said that the Party should take note of what Com. 1 
may_-nad 3a . : *. 


a 
Young (Hampstead.ssked what is meant by 'the positive side!, 


MacGregor (S.W. London).Paddington Branch should put its point of view 
In black and white, they should draft a circular on what they thought 


the party's attitude should be. 


Robertson (Brightun). The party's case was destructive and constructive 
at the same a Questions from the audience revealed that they 


understood Socialism but not Capitalism. 

Flitter (Fulham) said that there was a need for cohesion amongst propagan 
iStSe 

Lee (Manchester). We cannot tell what Capitalism will be like in ten 
years Lime. How could we predict what Socialism will be like, when we 
did not know for sure ourselves. We could say what it won't be like. 
Turner (Paddington) asked what of the speakers answering questions — 
there is a wide vergence of opinion in the Party, what definite line 
should he take. People want to know what will happen under Socislian, : 
how things will be produced and distributed, and what we mean by = t 
‘democratic control’, It is our fault - people know that we are opposed tae i 
to Capitalism and in favour of Socialism but no more than that. The a 
differences of opinion should be brought out into the open. Sines 1906 


the Farty has published no literature on the subject of Socialism, there/ 
was brief chapter in one pamphlet only. ? ae 


Soclarane (Brighton) challenged Turner to elaborate on the lack of 
mention of Socialism in Party literature. 

Groves (B.C.) agreed with Turner and said that we could not have spe 
on the platform with differing points of view, 7 


4 


the work4r 
hlin (S.W. London). Our problem is to convince 

Se — of their troubles is Capitalism. The pamphlets do 
into details of Socialism, but they make clear the work that has4 
done prior to its establishment. 
Youn P (em stead) appreciated the fact that we should not be anta 
and ioscrketive, but we must be scientific and stick to matters q} 
demonstrable. a 
Waters (Paddington). Socialism is an idea based upon the analy 4 
Capitalism and we should put a positive case and not merely a de tx 
one, | 
G. Kerr (West Ham). The Party was being forced by present day ques 
Tuto describing what Socialism will be like. 


McClatchie (Bloomsbury). The old members! ideas were no longer held 
present members. We must explain when an audience asks about Social 
Read (Hackney) considered that members feel that the Party is not q 
ntegrated w 


the working-class movement. What we can do is to 
prosecute the class-struggle,. 


May sEeddington) in winding-up said that the discussion had shown tha 
the Party neéds to do something about this aspect of its propaganda. 
5. FINANCE. 

General Fund. 


Resolution - (Hampson - Wamnecke (Ealing)). 
"That the Eo: be recommended to investigate the apparent deficit 


between the amount of dues given in the financial statement and the 


amount that should have been received if the membership had paid ite 
dues in full." Carried nem. con, 


Warnecke (Ealing). According to the Financial Statement it appeared 
that almost one third of the dues were not paid. It might be advisable 
for the E.C. to appoint some kind of Committee to see that branches 
bought their full quantity of dues stamps. The deficit was at present 
in the region of £140 per annum. 


Offord (Bloomsbury). When some members were lapsed, they left the Party 
Owing more than weeks dues. 


Trotman (S.W. London). It was difficult because in cases where dues 
were waived, branc reasurers may accumulate a stock of dues stamps in 
hand and would not buy so many for the following period, 


Bryan (ex-B 0.) She had compiled statistics from Forms 'G! and about 
0 wor :o) 


ues were waived during the year which would account for 
part of the deficit. 


Phillips (S.W,. London) queried the item of £37.11.3d. for Pyblicity 
expense S. 


E. Lake (Treasurer) reported that this had been used for advertising 
arty erature, 


Parliamenta Fund. No action. 

| New Premises. i Le 
Resolution —(St. Pancras). 

"That In view of the unexpectedly high cost of running 

\ this Conference instructs the E.C. to examine the po 

\ renting suitable accomodation and selling 52 Claphs 

This Conference is further cénvinced that the FE 

be used for propaganda purposes i.e. written 

tours and electoral acttvity." Lost 8 - 67. 


\endment - (Islington). . 
\ "Delete all after '52 Clapham High Street." 
yadment_- (Paddington). ‘ 
\ nsert after ‘suitable accomodation! the wo 
\ premises less costly to run!," Lost 16 = 
\dment_- (Lewisham). e 


at in view of the high cost of maintaining 
Conference instructs the E,C. to investigate 
selling 52 Clapham High Street and acqui 
remiseés more suitable to our needs." Lo 
11 (Lewisham). Our reasons for leaving 
rent and dilapidations. An initial 
inning when the new premises were 
asm had dwindled, and Head Office was 
needed were smaller premises more suite 
premises could be rented or purchased 
used for propaganda purposes. oe. 


~ 


pr 


oh4 


4. 


the worki; 
S.W. London). Our problem is to convince Lr 
ucLeugei ine of their troubles is Capitalism. The pamphlets 
into details of Socialism, but they make clear the work that ha 
done prior to its establishment. 


, Hampstead) appreciated the fact that we should not be an 
ae must be scientific and stick to matters ¢ 
demonstrable. 
Waters (Paddington). Socialism is an idea based upon the analyst 
apitalism and we should put a positive case and not merely a dest 
one, 


G. Kerr (West Ham). The Party was being forced by present day ques 
{nto describing what Socialism will be like. 


McClatchie (Bloomsbury). The old members! ideas were no longer heda 
Drosent mombers. We must explain when an audience asks about Social 
Read (Hackney) considered that members feel that the Party is not 
Integrated tin the working-class movement. What we can do is to 
prosecute the class-struggle. 


may (Paddington) in winding-up said that the discussion had shown that 


“he Party needs to do something about this aspect of its propagandas 
5S. FINANCE. 


General Fund. 


Resolution - (Hampson - Wamnecke (Ealing)). 7 
"Tat the CO be recommonded to investigate the apparent deficit 


between the amount of dues given in the financial statement and the 

emount that should have been received if the membership had paid iti 

dues in full." Carried nem. con. ; 
Warnecke (Ealing). According to the nancial Statement it appeared 
that almost one third of the dues were not paid. It might be advisable 
for the E.C. to appoint some kind of Committee to see that branches 


bought their full quantity of dues stamps. The deficit was at present 
in the region of £140 per annum, 


Offord (Bloomsbury). When some members were lapsed, they left the Party 
Owing more than rc weeks dues. 


Trotman (S.W. London). It was difficult because in cases where dues ; 
were waived, branch treasurers may accumulate a stock of dues stamps in 


hand and would not buy so many for the following period. 


Bryan (ex-E.C.). She had compiled statistics from Forms 'C! and about 
raat worth of d 


ues were waived during the year which would account for 
part of the deficit. 


Phillips (S.W. London) queried the item of £37.11.3d. for Pyblicity 
expenses. 


E. Lake (Treasurer) reported that this had been used for advertising 
arty terature,. 


Parliamenta Fund. No action. 
Wew Premises. 


© 
Resolution - - Pancras). 
a 


n view o € unexpectedly high cost of running Head Office, 
this Conference instructs the E.C. to examine the possibilities of 
renting suitable accomodation and selling 52 Clapham Street. 


This Conference is further cénvinced that the Party's 
be used for propaganda purposes i.e. written propags 
tours and electoral acttvity." Lost 8 - 67.  . 
nendment = (Islington). i 
er '52 Clapham High Street.?" 
ton). A 3 
nsert after "suitable accomodation! the words * 


premises less costly to run'," Lost 16 ~ 
nendment — (Lewisham). a 
n view of the high cost of maintaining 
Conference instructs the E,C. to investigate 
selling 52 Clapham High Street and acquiring 
premises more suitable to our needs." Lo 

Lewisham). Our reascns for leaving FR 
rent 4nd dilapidations. An initial en 
beginning when the new premises were purchas 
husiasm had dwindled, and Head Office was be 
t we needed were smaller premises more suit 
ler premises could be rented or purchased 
d be used for propaganda purposese 
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Heelas (S 


difficult 
Offord 


members 
DtArcy 
to 


Heelas 


(g 


r 


1% 


fises (cont'd). 
(2loomsbury). There's nothing wrong with the premises, the 


F meetings that had beén held there were not advertised by posters 


rent ing in, Bid 


(P- 
Tandiloras 
Howard (Fic 
question. | 


mac 


(S* 
Lettin; 
thing was i 
of purchasing 


tion to the P43 
out its wort wes 
etc ’ , but a 

quite a ls 
4, PROPAGANDA, 


Resolut?... -” 
Se 


re ee 
q : . .. 


5. 


—_——-—. 


é fact that wo did not use them as we should. The 


and we should, in the summer months, open up Head Office for 

to meetings every Sunday mvening. He considered that we could not 

; premises as good as Head Office anywhere else, 

mm (St. Pa neras). His branch were opposed to the amendment because it 

d open the possibility of purchasing further premises. Other premises 

Sre available for renting in London, and he considered that whatever 

money the | y had should be used for prépaganda purposes. Head Office 
"was becor burden to the Party. 


neras). He had made a few enquiries about premises for 
around Marble Arch area, and the position was not as 
2d been made out. 
ur} )}.said it was tnue property may be availabl¢, but when 
the S.P.G.B. they were not keen at all to do business. 
i vo ah The Party should stop bickering on this whole 
st had premises of our own, and it was time Party 
2 special effort to do some useful work for the Party. 
“ncras). If members thought that the landlords were opposed 
sés to the Party they were entirely wrong. The important 
the Party propaganda commitments had suffered as a result 
Head Office and maintaining it. 
icras). The landlords ha had methad not pur up any opposi- 
“Cy as tenants. It was true that wherever the Party ¢arried 
would have to bear expenses for lighting, heating, ratex 
52 Clapham High Street, not only was this the case but 
um of Party money was locked up in the premises. 


ere 


: Indoor meetings. 
*, Pancras (Heelas - Moss). 
; Conference urges the &.C. 


to hold large indoor meetings 
addition to any 


at rc vr three-monthly intervals in 1955, in 
debat % may be arranged by branches. Carried 32 - 10. 
Heores (St spas). Large indoor meetings had been & succéssful form of / 
ac y /“past and holding them at regular intervals was a good 
Fora’ of px ‘ nda. 
(o) Ont r meetings: new speakers. No action. 
(a) ti "“ropeganda;: Speakers passing test. No action. 
(e) E ir 7 os Stations. No action. 
(f) & “ce Forums. No action. 
(g)" Bi SB. 
Critchfic: - Ing). No record had been made of a debate held by the 
branch witt: }.:.U, at Hammersmith Town Hall in October 1952, 
St. Pancras. That no statistics at all were included for the Nottingham 


meetings, 4ithough a large number had been held. 


Howard pha pce saenee Gamnitzee)- It was very unfortunate that these 
eta ad been omitted, bu @ statistics had been carefully compiled 


by a pied of the Committee, and it could only be assumed that the 


Forms 'B! 
Dale (Eali 

e@ branc 
'E' to He 
5, EDUCAT = 
Cri 


able 
: Turner (Sve rs! class tutor). He was now running a Speakers! class, 
u he tri lt6 was no e tutor did not turn up but that the olass 
had no yupils. There was a tendency among speakers of the Party, once 
: they had pessed the test, to consider they had nothing further to learn, 
; and they never came to the classes, 
Young \Hamns'eed) asked why the series of discussions ‘on the real meaning 
of the rs ‘Bject to show what this means in real life! had failed. 
Wilmot (5 n Committee). It was to be regretted that there is no 


response I 

The Educat? 
of Head off 
not attend, 


J 


also hav 


Destenrreie clea) 


for these meetings had not been sent or received, 
Tie Form 'E' had been sent for the debate in question; 
ere particularly careful on this question of forwarding Forms 


oehtee: 


ing). 


n 
ad 


f asked if the tutor of the Speakers! class was not 
lasses, as this had not been the case previously. 


co abers for any of these classes, whatever the subject. 

‘lasses had been & dismal failure, and whilst the distance 

may have some small bearing on the fact that members did 
it appesred that a large number are just not interested. 


8 sown vhav tN &,U, Web Yyuaue sis va wess 


6. 
), wished to record that the writers! class 


jampson (Writers! Class Rs 
ook a se and regular weekly meetings had been held. : 
Kersley (Bloomsbury). He considered that the best time to run clas 

was on Sunday afternoons as more members are able to get to them. a 
Young (Hampstead). We should confine our classes to the specific needs « 
Socialist propaganda - taking in too wide a field put unnecessary streé 
on the tutor. Tutor could travel to students, not vice versa. Or the ‘4 


Party might run two classes, one North and South of the Thames. The 
L.C.C. classes gave a lot of informaticn. 


Warnecke (Ealing). The main fault with regard to the classes was the 
ateness in startin 


Courtney (Islington). Often there was no tutor at Speakers! class and thet f 
6 


unday was not t est day to run them. aa 


Hampson (Ealing) asked what stage the Speakers! class had reached. 
Hardy aucatice Committee) stated that perhaps the economics class had 
een too am ous, bu would be better to run the classes at Head 


Office, 
Offord (Bloomsbury. Wider publicity would get a better attendance at 
classes; better organisation would get the members in. 
McDowall (Lewisham) held that members did not want knowledge for its own 
sake, but needed it for putting it to a practical propaganda purpose. 
Tutors should go to the branches. 
| Turner (Speakers! class). Established speakers never attended the 
speakers’ classes, they did, new members would be h@lped considerably. 
These speakers think that they have very little more to learn from the 
point of view of attending classes. The knowledge that the Party 


possesses should be at the disposal of all members, and speakers can help. 
The class was not ambitious but a necessity. 


Kersley (Bloomsbury). The best way to train speakers was to get them up 
on e platform as soon as possible. 


Coster (E,.C.) said that Head Office was a long way away for many members 
ving in North London. He once ran a series of classes and was prepared 
to consider doing it again if they can be organised. Decentralisation of 
the classes would help members to avail themselves of information. 
Wilmot (Education Committee). He did not accept most of the reasons why 
the cconomics classes had failed. He denied that there had not been any 
| organisation; he had circulerised the branches many times. It was tnue 
that at first some tutors had had other commitments, nevertheless, there 
had been a complete lack of response on the part of the membership, if 
_they were not sufficiently interested in coming to H.O. to learn, they — 
| would not go to the L.C.C. or anywhere else. No amount of orgm isation 
_had overcome the apathy of members; it would be difficult to get local 
classes going. ee “a 
6. LITERATURE. - ins as 


Resclution — (Bloomsbury). = 

ACStAMPhet this Conference ‘regrets that’ Ho (eweieannnn 
were published during 1952 on brant Sita ger ‘the J ack 
despite the fact that manuseripts w © avails . athe 4 

/ is of the opintér that the E.C. should haves 
necessary funds and instructs the 50th B.C. 
publication of the material ready without 


Kersley (Bloomsbury) There should be more appeals 
e Party to produce more literature. . wae 
McDowall (Lewisham) asked whether itwas merely @ 
unds, and were cre any manuscripts to produce 
available. . x 
Hardy (Editorial Committee). There was a part of 
matter left over from "Questions of the Day’. 


ee D232 


Lawrence (Standing Orders Committee) reported t .t 
) , ree e at as the bra would not be represe 


their voting would be recorded. 

Resolution ©« Flitter (Fulham) - Taylor (Croydc 
a 6 request be acceded to. Cari 

Warnecke (Baling) protested that this was ne 


onference to adopt. 


. ae = ' 
3 “—_ 
> 7. 
: dee (Chair) pointed out the difficulty, as Kelvingrove were @lready ‘t 
¢ allowed to do so. ; 
ers (Paddington). 


If anything, Birmingham had a more legitimate claim 


vote ‘in absentia’ than Kelvingrove, because their delegates were, at 
east, on the way. 


6. LITERATURE sont a) - 
Resolution (Paddington). 
"That this conference is of the opinion that the literature of the 


Party, namely the Socialist Standard and pamphlets, are inadequate 
from the point of view of explaining to people what we mean by 
Socialism and how it would be established in more detail and 
explanatory form and instructs the E.C. to make the arrangements 
for the publication of articles and short pamphlets dealing with the 
nature of Socialism and its establishment, and the various arguments | 
put by the public against these ideas," Lost 24 —- 54. 
Waters (Paddington). Our literature should contain material more along the F 
lines of the questions the Party now reseives, 'Who will do the dirty work! 
‘Human Nature! etc. Our literature does not deal with these questions. 
Lee (Manchester). The idea was nonsense and poppycock, the resolution was | 
pious, and the Party should stick to basic points and not discuss generali 
ations. 
Flitter (Fulham). The resolution does cover the idea of pamphlets on ‘Dirty! 
work’, "Human Naturet, but not what Socialism will be like. 
Kersley (Bloomsbury) hoped that Conference would carry the resolution and 
that Paddington eae put their ideas in black and white. 
Courtney (Islington) said that it was pious to ask the E.C. to start on this 
publication; the pamphlets should be written first. 
Kirk (S.W. London). The resolution was pious; nobody can say what Socialisn 
W € Ce 
Young (Hampstead). This practice if adopted would be a departure from our 
Spret method. We would be chasing peoples! ideas no matter how fantastic. 
It was encumbent on Paddington Branch to show the rest of the Party 
precisely what they mean. Our case was in the nature of a long term one, 
and if there were alterations to be made then we had plenty of time. 
Baldwin (Camberwell). Our present pamphlets did their job. We had to deal 
with capitalism. Our problem was to get out and sell our literature. 
Turner (E.C.). At present we do chase peoples! ideas, he read off several 
tities of the pamphlets 'Family Allowances', 'Nationalisation! etc., and 
said that there was very little in the pamphlets sbout Socialism, except in 
the phe pamphlet 'Socialism' itself where there was a short chapter at the 
end which was far from adequate. What was to prevent the Party from print-— 


ing 2d. or 3d. booklets on ‘How Socialism will be established! and 'Back-— 
ward Countries! etc. 


Waters (Paddington) in winding up said that it was nonsense to say that it 
Ts unscientific to condition the literature to the questions we received, 
our pamphlets already do this. There is no pamphlet describing Socialism; 


it was not good enough to quote from our 'Object', and it is not scientific 
I to tell people what Socialism won't be like. 


} 3. ORGANISATION. 
; Amendments to Rules. 


Reseivtsce = Hamp son (Baling) - Waters {Paddington}. 
at © consideration o Cndments 


© Rules be deferred until 


Sundey morning." Carried 25 - 10. 
6. LITERATURE (cont'd). ~ a 
Resolution - Fulham (Flitter - R. Turner). 
a s Conference recommends e E.C. to investigate the 


possibility of producing a pamphlet on ‘Human Nature'", 
Carried 40 - 7. 


Flitter (Fulham) stated that a manuscript had been produced by a member. 
eafiet: tIntroducing the S.P.G.B.* 


Goodman (St. Pancras) asked when we could expect to have this leaflet, 


sare (Editorial Committee) replied that the leaflet would be ready when 
somebody care Oo write it. 


Resolution -(St. Pancras) * 
at this Conference instructs the E.C. to publish 'Questions of Pi 

the Day! immediately." al 

As this pamphlet had already gone to print, it was 'Agreed' to move on to © 
‘Next business!, ane 


A 


1‘ 
= 


nifo NAVe aNnoOWN That rhea BW fH was-- 


Biter yh eet 


AS WWersin 


a 
or 


8. 


Resolution - (St. Pancras - Goodman - Callomon). 

a 8 Conference recommends at e 'S.S.' be sold to x 

at the full retail price, thus obviating the loss to Head gs 

Lost by a large majong, 

Callomon (St. Pancras). The loss to Head Office would be ended 7 

branches would buy their copies of the 'S.S.' at the full price, Ag 

was the Branches made a profit on its sale, when Head Office needeg 

the money to meet other commitments. = 

Kirk (S.W.London) asked what difference did it make as to who had the” 

money; the party as a whole held the money and the loss affected éver 

Lee (Manchester). If the branches had to pay the full price, the tena 

would be to reduce orders from Head Office and so make the loss greate 

Moreover, individual buyers of small stocks would have to suffer & 16; 

which under present conditions did not occur or was very Slight. ' 
Resé@lution - (St. Pancras), 

That this Conférance instructs the E.C. to investigate the possib 

ty of publishing a Socialist weekly." Lost 17 - 58. « 


Amendment - (Islington). ‘oa 

"Delete Ywoskiy? and insert 'fortnightly!", Lost 9 - 66. —_ 
George (Blotmsbury) considered that the whole question of weekly or fort= 
nightly 'TSVS.T was pious at present. It was asking other people to do th 
work. The Party cannot cope with a proposition like this. It did not” 
have the necessary equipment. 
es (E.C.). It had been worked out, the paper would pay for a paid 

ore 

Callomon (St. Pancras) held that the paper would have more appeal for the 
pu c, moreover, the necessity @ getting it out on sale more frequently 
would make for more Party writers. 
7. PUBLICITY. No action. 


8. ELECTORAL ACTIVITY. 


Resolution — (hampstead). 
"That this conference instructs the B.C. to contest the next 


General Election." Carried 54 - 19, 
Amendment - (Kelvingrove). 
provided tnat the necessary funds be drawn only from the 
Parliamentary Fund!." Lost 2 — 76, 


Resolution - (St. Pancras). 
at s Conference re-affirms the decision of the 1952 Annual 
Conference relating to Electoral Activity and instructs the B.C. 
to prepare immediately to contest the next General Election." 
Carried 53 - 24. 

CORRESPON DENCE. 

A letter of fraternal greetings from an ex-member, Joyce Millen, was 
read to the delegates, in which she stated that since arriving in Lagos, 
Nigeria, she had managed to form a discussion group of twelve people. 
They were textremely interested and opposed to Nationalism! and hated 
dictatorship, which made it easier for her to build a 'positive case 
Socialism'. They held regular weekly meetings. $ ial ; 


Resolution - McDowall (Lewisham) - Kersley (Bloomsbury). ~ ae 
That fraternal greetings o s Conference be sent to the 
Companion Parties, also to Joyce Millen and Com; Frank 


~2&- 
t 


oe 
> ea 


8. ELECTORAL ACTIVITY (conta). ae 


-Election: Nor a ngton. ag 
Resolution — Paddington (May - Waters). o Ja 
—<ctanthet this Correrence 1s oF the opinios | snaaann 

contest Paddington North in the event ye a ( 

ar 

The General Secretary read the appropriate resolu 

minutes of the 8th meeting, 1953, which stated that 

not to contest the Paddington North by-election 0 

May (Paddington). The resolution had been tabled 

rection to e E.C. j a 

Palmers Green. The branch was not opposed to contest: 
if Paddington Branch could show what activity it } 
meantime. [ 


9, 


(Manchester) asked what work Paddington Branch had done also. He 
jsidcred it was cheek and impudence on the part of a branch to decide t 
ntest a by-election and expect the other branches to foot the bill. 
mon (St, Pancras), The party funds were for propaganda purposes, and 
7s such we should usé them in the by-election. 

waters (Paddington). A by-election is a great help to propaganda because 
Fecause attention was focused on it from everywhere, It was irrelevant 
to give particulars of the work put into the constituency. 

rge (Bloomsbury). This was not an argument about electoral action in 
general, but for a particular type of activity. No branch could decide 
to contest on its own. The Conference should decide the matter. 

Kirk (S.W. London). The country wide interest is less in by-elections. 
It was more important to show how much work had been done. 

No winding-up notes taken. 

ll. THE PRESENT POSITION OF THE PARTY. 


Item for discussion '!G! : 
Paddington Branch "The Party's work, its organisation and results. | 


i 


Mey (Paddington) considered that the Party had been subject to a spell of 
apathy, and that seeing that the unit of the Party is the branch, it was 
probably there that the reason for the apathy lay. The branch rooms 
should be made attractive centres, there was no unison between branch 
organisers. Branch meetings largely occur on the same nights, therefore 
discussions are confined to the separate branches. The E.C. report to 
Conference points to the lack of activity, it may be the same story this 
year, } 
Flitter (Fulham). If the members would not attend their branches or 
co-operate generally, there was nothing that the branch organisers could 
do about it. 

Hampson (Ealing) outlined the schemes that his branch had put into } 
practice. He said that the branch membership was scattered over a wide inches, 
area making it necessary to hold lively branch meetings in order to ke@ +s 
members! interest. They had a rota of chairmen, organised canvassing 

drives and held discussions etc. They usually got good attendances at 

the branch because of this. / 


Kersley (Bloomsbury). Head Office was not put to proper use; the back | 

door w&s open but the front door was shut. There should always be some § 

activity going on there - it should be opened up to the public. Sunday 

meetings should be a regular feature. 

Jarvis (Croydon). The main reason of the failure of H.O. was that meeting 

never started to time, nor did they start to time elsewhere. Members whog 

travelled a long way to meetings had to return home when the discussion 

got going and therefore, did not feel it was worth while attending. 

Courtney (Islington). The apathy was a reflection of following of prom— jf 

& wekl-known member was not present other members ; 

would not take an interest in the activity. New members should be | 
. 
| 


given a job immediately. 

George (Bloomsbu We did not do anything to stimulate reticent 
members. é@ shou appeal for funds correctly; give these members a 

good reason for increased activity. 

Berry (Kingston). New members should be made active right away. His 
ranch's membership was small but very active. They held forums and 
discussions and there was no lack of interest. | 
Courtney (Islington). The branches were the places to get at; more 
Activity in the branches would result in more speakers and writers, 
Moss (St. Pancras). There had been too much discussion between members : il 
and too many forums, Internal Party Journal etc., which made for the A 


lack of enthusiasm and less active work. 


Ivimey F. (Hackney) saw no point af the Forms 'E'; why should lit. sales 
e wtncluded in them? 


Waters (Paddington). A new idea of working was required. There ought 

“0 be more co-ordination between branches. Branches should concentrate 
on fewer and better meetings; greater regional efforts should be made 
and branches should do more organising for themselves and not leave it 
to the Propaganda Committee. 

McDowall (Lewisham), All the methods mentioned had been tried before. 
Te shou ook for the reason why less meetings were successful - they 


used to be good. Instead of complaining, branches should demonstrate 
by setting an example. 


oY " 
oO", ¢ 
Efere . a 
6, 16 
oa.) (sloomsbury) asked the reagon for this anendm 
“'e Tew. London) Preplied that many members were “hol 
“es ‘-xqance WOS POOP as a result, 


vi on holiday and the ’ 

; this gives them the opportiiiaty ers liked to attend Delegate Meeting | 
ilo 22, Resolution «= 

accordance 

Delegate Meeting, Rule 

branch shall be enti 


ehe recommendations of the September 
22 be amended to rend as follows 


"Each 
‘ titled to send three delegates to the Annual 
Conference irrespective of the size of the Branch, Delegates shall 
not vote except matters of extreme urgency, but shall take note 
of the proc 8, The £,.C, shell then circulate to all the 
Branches a repo 


of the Conference discussions within one month 
of the said Conference, together with o ballot paper containing 


o11 the resolutions ond amendments which shall be voted on at a 
special meeting to be held by the Branch,'" 


Lost 35 - 45, 
Amendment - (rales). 


: deleted 
a @ words on line 10 reading ‘within one month of" be 
and the words ‘not lator than two months aftor' be inserted," 


Lost 19 - 61, 
- s Green), 
ea aaa 2 ee to be held by each Branch! the words 
‘within six weeks of the said Conference'," Lost 23 ~ 57. 


Amendment - (Palmers Green), 
ete 


e 3) f extreme 
Ss Shall not vote except in matters o 

urgency' BoA insert Delegates shall have no voting power on 
matters arising from the agenda',” Lost 34 - 46, 


- i. fidon), 
Aen Sos c ee n cases of extreme urgency',” 
ime Ghasgow). wach branch shall be entitled to send threo 
} Dele ieee to the Annual Conference irrespective of the size of 
Seonch* be delcted and the first sentence in the present Rule 
“4g ‘mach branch bhall be entitled to send two Delegates for the 
tae 20 members or under, and one additional Delegate for every 
further 10 members' be inserted," Lost 28 = 55, E 
1atter had appeared on Conference Agendas 
Plitter — (Pune y ation eS flies Saheb had been circulated to branches, 
2 “¥ sked delegates to give reasons for opposition to the proposal, 
om ie (Boling). Opposed - proposition timwieldy, worting of resolution 
Worn ee arane ur ency not defined, Could have been made simpler, 
Mepowoll ek dom) « Opposed to change of Conference procedure, method 
Ont cuployed 4s a simple ond satisfactory one, Delegates will be 
writing rather than speaking, reports will be coloured, 
Vicary (Central), Verbatim report, edited by Executive Committee 
Taplonsnted by delegates; these three things would be necessary, and 
nearly impossible, 


Kersley (Bloomsbury) considered it not practical from a 
OL view av present, 


a clerical point 
Flitter - (Fulham), Winding up the dissussion said that everyone knows 
what ‘extreme urgency' is, why doubt the delegates' veracity, War : 
declaration, Spanish war, premises, are examples of ‘extreme urgency’, 
Branches find difficulty in obtaining delegates - this would stimulate 
( Gelegates' interest, delegates do not take notes now to discuss ony new 
ideas arising at Conference, if delegates con give accurate pirtures ¢ 


Lost 18 ~ 65, 


their branches' points of view then they can equally take back accurate 
reports, 


The argument of clerical difficulties does not apply to this 
proposal any more than to any other proposition, 
R 


ule 26, Brighton ond Islin ton, 


"eloge in line Tour the word 'six and insert 'nine'," 
Resolution -« (Baling), 


elete 


Lost 10 ~ 67. 


6 words 'by six or more br 
Stating the matter upon 


anches sending in a requisition 
& minimum of one third o 


which the poll is desired! ond insert "by 
stake f the branches sending in a requisition 
ce ra the matter upon which the pokl is desired, In tho last case 
ae total number of branches (excluding Central Branch) in the 
| Lv { Siwsew.. 


aiso 


1aVe Show that the E,C 


« Were guite 1m vsucs, 


os 
52 — — ~ z 
ae 1826 
wu! t eis ‘Son 
, ear 421 % ; 
t Jan por st ee 4 a rome - 
Perty on the lst Janus! a. neneesary to the highest num fut 2 @ E 
for oalculation, mG © tees > . st ' on 
Givisable vy three, Lost ¢y a" 
nmament - (Palmers ; 4° — we § words tog eh ty 
aA eY one ura O. CVAD ranci ati 8 Os .. yo . ae 
WOSy «€ = Ure 
pt A SA 
Amendment «- (Hampstead), 
Amendm Iamp ¢ ; —— 
Delete in line four the word 'six' and insert ‘twenty’. 
Lo at 4 ” Ve 


Resolu¥ion - (St, Pancras), 
Tha i6 Fule be amended by inserting on line six after the word 


‘desired’ the following - 'provided that an instructed decision on 
such matter has not been given by the previous Annual Confer nee’, 
Lost 17 = 66, 


" 


12. MISCELLANBOUS. 

Resolution «= (Fulham), 
"That @ namo of the Party be changed to ‘World Socialist Party 
(Great Britain)'," Lost 6 - 73, 


Flitter (Fulham), The present nime of the Party caused some embarrasmeant 
aid was a source of confusion with the Labour Party, The name had a 
national twist, whereas it should make itself and its position clear ag 
aid the American companion party, 
Ke (Bloomsbury), The Party had to decide this issue lone ago, It 
y scussed and the result was the presont title and reasons 
Rg fone bs olternative titles have not changed 
Webdt Hampstea was not satisficd with Kersley's ex lana 2 
ne R ; e to know more about it, . 4 ee Jee stesen 
Loe (Manchester), The name wos not important - if there was an - 
fon in workers’ minds, it was because they did not listen to the =” 
Resolution = 8t, Pancras), ij 
~ “hat nominations for Party posts shall be forwarded to th 3 
Secretary who will obtain the consent of the nominees," oa 
Heelas (St, Pencras) It would save time and effort on $H6 parts or many 
poopie obtaining the consent of one person, It would not mean more work 
for the General Secretary - the job could be given to another person to 
obtain the consent of nominees, " 
13. OVERSEAS ORGANISATIONS, 


Hassett (S.W, London) It was not clear from the B.C. Report whether 
OvoPscas Secretary had not reported or whether he had novnina, saa pe 
Ambridge (Chair) read oa report from the Overseas Secretary nee 

that a oug y li 
information to hand, apart from a regular exchange of 
Companion Parties hed exchanged hardly any correspon 
Correspondence with individuhls abroad had fallen of 
Attempts to keep in touch with Groups in Germany anc 
for the lack of replies, Of the ex-Party mombers | 
auring the yoar, only one had contacted the Party 
with a Compsnion Party, ae | 
Comrade W, Waters (Overseas Secretary) was present 

had written, 
Hassett (S,W, London), This report should have been 

nelusion in the ©,C, Report; what had been said could” 
two months ago, 


14, ITEM FOR DISCUSSION, 

(A) Manchester, 
™ho Party's attitude towards the Trade U 
present conditions", 


Lee (Manchester), He did not know why the m 
8 em on @ Agendas since doing ey he 
Branch, Therefore he (Lee) did not fe n 
discussion but asked that he might join in 


had been given a free hand, 


rales 
rsl 


~lies ym” 


et amit CONF REN HaLD AT TH 
P $ ee ee SAMRDSY & 
3. ‘° a 
* es AS, - . 
3 | c. ne 
‘n (Camberwéel 
© yn_( 08 aoa a}, Gepmenabed the attitude of a branch in putting oan 
“ on the Kg not sending o delegate to put a point of view, We 
% ~ to mske Socialists out of T,U, members - T.U. branches offered on 
& a outlet for our ideas and we n : 


P poo ing more limited, We have no mention in 


eéeded outlets as the usunl ones were 


7 the press or the B,B.C, 
rhe outdoor meetings were poorly attended, 1,U, branches were 2 ready 


field thet we so far had not entered, They were on essential factor we 
should not ignore, We'should make the 'S,8,' as well know in T.U, branch- 
cS as the Daily Worker, 
Critchfield (Baling), His branch had tried to get a hearing in the T.U. 
oranches and had found a general opposition of the kind we found elsewhere, 
The results had been disappointing, 


Peri aciney) 5 askéd how mohy T,.U, branches had been circulated; 

oLlawin Pepiié "two", | 

Dearden (Islin ton), The idea was worth while, but members of the Party ‘ 

TT up sot If there were several Party members present . | 

in T,U, branches they would give more weight to Socialist ideas, 

Edmonds (Lewisham), We have a better chance of putting over Socialist | 

tdéas at our Ordinary meetings ates the T.U. pehornianis ~: — are 8 | | 

are in working conditions, wages etc,, ) 

meeps os Seal bene comrades have little experience of propagate ) 

ing in T,U, branches, They would find it heart-breaking, a 

Kemer ey eaceeetiey | asked what was meant by ‘present conditions Ral 
arty nad a tra onal view ee ee ace were not changed, 

o Manche 

a eye | Sieeaerne)” Bea tkdon did not allow political discussion unless 

ee Se been paid, and that meant no political discussion 
for Suuberd of the S.P.G.B. as they always ‘contracted out’, 


Waters (Paddington), The Party's attitude to the T,U,'s is the same as pee: 

eeytunh {2.C.). Members seemed to think that our attitude to the T.U. 
panc moet nes wos to use them for propaganda purposes; this was 

incorrect T.U, members attended their branches to discuss their trade 

conditions In any case, S,P,G,B, members whenever and wherever the 

opportunity arose, which was very rare, did put the Party's case to the | 
e fF their ability, 

yiibeer (Fulham), The title of the item for discussion had been badby 


hanged, The answer was that it had not, 
on einciester) in winding up said that he still did not know why the 
{tem had been put on the Agenda, he could only conclude that the mover 
had intended that we should start a ‘boring from within’ movement, 


(B) S.\, Léndon, 
“Mat the attitude of the £.C, to the I,L.P,'s request for joint 
action in petitioning the B,B.C, be discussed, " 
Ambridge {Chair) read the relevant Minutes of the E,C, 49/36/10 and the 
corresponcéence that passed between the branch and the £.C, 
Hassett ($,W,London), The £,C, had dismissed the matter out of hand, The 
proposition was not discussed, The lengthy reply to 8,W. London by the 
E,C, did not deal with the point at issue, The branch had asked what the 
under-lying reasons were, They recognised the dangers of compromise, but ; 
there was no difference between putting our point of voew over the air f 
and a debate, It was an opportunity to broadcast the case, The I.L.P, 
had got permission and were now better placed to oppose us, 


framed, <t should have asked whether the Party's attitude to the T,U,'s 


Korsley (Bloomsbury), It seemed all right on the surface; but we do not i 
pot nine: : - the second step of political lobbying, a 
ce (ienchester) stated that it was doubtful that we would have got 3 
pormiss. i ; 


orm on and now that the precedent had been established, perhaps we 
stooi a better chance of getting our case over the radio, 


Warnecke (Sealing), The £.C,'s action was corrects to have done otherwise 
= have jeopardized the Party's independence, 

May .Pacdington) asked S,W, London what their attitude would have béen if 

cen the I,L,P, but the Fascist Party making the request, 


Even if we had obtained pe a 
d the B,B,C icd permission, what value woul 


9 
vey : - allow us 8 
morte of pasiet tetas at Ag us to say? They would apply all | 


14, 


coster (2.C,), The I,L.P, made the approach to us because they wanted our 
—TTatracion, Other parties do this also, They realise the asm stance 
nivable publicity, Do we not use debates with other parties for this 

9 That is why we are often refused, It was not true to say that 


y 


could be appl.od in this instance, The Clause was simply a statement to 
say that we will have nothing to do with political bargaining or ee 


vi 


our policy, 

having to 1 against a particular motion in the Houge of Commons = should 
he abst e it meant voting with political opponents? There must 

be a dividiz in the application of Clause (7) and we should bo able 

to decide 1 ‘o, the E.C, have not made the matter clear, ' 
D ¥ put a question to 8.4%, London branch, If for example, the 


Aas held a Moss Meeting to ask for more time on the air would they be 


in favour of it? 

Turner (©.C,}, Once the Party started collaborating it loses its independ= 
nee, He vould quote many instances where we could collaborate = war, 
anti-fascism *, We could equally collaborate in every case and we 

would finally , see the wood for the trees, It did not matter whether 

it was for a lar Yr small issue - we should not risk our independence, 

Lake (%,C,), We would do our case great harm because it meant having to 8 
advertise our collaboration, The hardest part of our propaganda was trying 

to convince the working-class that we were opposed to all other political — 
partics, I+ would cloud &n issue that we had to keep clear in the minds © 


jon)in winding up said that the branch had not exaggerate 
Iie Ci fd of publicity, We could not know its value as we 
had never brondcass, What poBsible advertisement could the 8.P.G.B, give 
to the I,L,P,? When our opponents asked us to collaborate, we could 
investigate their motives and there was nothing to stop us from tu ’ ee 
; is, If the I,L.P, knew they were going to be allowed t& 
broadcast on their anniversary, then there was no need to ask us for 
assistance, We collaborate with others when we help advertise a deb 
and there was no difference here, — 
Rosolution - S ,”,Londén (Hasset = Larkin). 
~ “TAC “Li Conlerenee deprecates the attitude of the B.0, 
I,L.P.'s request for joint action in petitioning the 
considers they should have supported the prongs 
Lost 7 = 49 
Resolution «- Flitter (Fulham - Mulheron (Glasgow), : 
Tat tars Conference recommends 6 5.C, to write t 
o further attempt to obtain time on the alps 


6 ee 


=) 
1d 


ate 
By 


» 


ITM FOR DISCUSSION. i 
(B) S*, Panores, 
VIS RUS BS subject to abuse?,” 
Heclas (St, Pancras), The Rule had been the 
Tt had bow. used fir such a way as to conflict 
Conference hed given a decision, the matter 
Poll, Conference could be placed in a position 
comes to may be Geferred pending such a Poll, 
McLoughlin (=,%.), The Party Poll is the bass 
Party becoiit? Sot final arbiter is the Party @ 
ke (Ruling), The increase in the number « 
Shoula to cov.icd by increasing the number of © 
Perty Poll, His branch was in favour of Party, 
investigate the advisibility of amending Rule | 
of the membership, : 
ITEY FOR PESCUSSION, 
(F) Lewt ghom, 


Woudd Party Polls be used to 
Edmonds, All emendments to Rule should 
particular itom should have been discusse 
Rule 15, _ 


——e 


Resolution - 8,W, London (Hasset - Willatts), 
hat in the ophnion of this Conferénce a Party Poll is the final 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION, 


(H) Camberwell 
“nich Is the final arbiter on Party policy = the Party Poll or 
Party Conference?," 


arbiter on all questions, " 
Carried 34 = 19, 


sett (S,W, London), If his Rule book was any guide, it would seem that 
Conference ond Delegate Meetings refer as final arbiter to the Party 
through | wee Party Poll, 
Water 


but we agate not be in a position of having Conference 


st, Panc as), The Party Poll can be used to hold up activities, 


ction reversed within a short time by Party Poll; unless it is shown . 
that the 5,C, was not carrying out the decision of Conference, Party Poll | 
should not be weet, 
Grant (S . 


ur may uphold the views of Conference, 

ldwin ( Comberwo 11), He was opposed to the resolution; Conference should 

e the arbiter, the members came there to discuss; what was the 

point in weet Conferences when the decisions could be overturned by 

Party Poll, Delegates were sent from all branches after full discussion, | 

Yhis was not possiblo with the Party Poll, . 

Le uke (2.C.), Had it not been for one occasion when a wrejority of the . 
heat. demonstrated that they were not in agreement with a Conference . 

ision, this question would not have arisen, We cannot lay down which 

will be final, The requirement of six branches is a Safeguard against a 

frivblous calling for Party Polls, 

McClatchie (E,C.) requested that the Conference carry this resolution, 

Tr it wore not carried the result would be mis-interpretéd, The control 

“a the Party must be left in the hands of the membership, 

(Manchester), Central and provincial branch members could not attend 
— meetings Waere decisions had been taken and had no say when such 
decisions were made, Therefore the Party Poll should be the final arbiter, 
Groves (£,C.), Party Polls do not give the greatest representation 
whereas Conférence did, 

Darcy (=.C.). Any power which the Party Poll has comes from Conference, 
Another Conferencé could amend this Conference decision as to which was 
the final arbiter, 
Trotman (2,C.), Party Polls represent the majority of the Party, Everyone 
fas the opportuni ty to vote, Branch attendances at special meetings to 
discuss Conference Agenda may be very small in proportion to the branch 
membership 
Hassett (8. W. London), The word 'final' means supreme, While conditions 
fomained tho Same on any particular issuc, the view expréssed by Party 
Poll should have preference above a view held by Conference round about 
the some time, 
ITEM. FOR DISCUSSION, 
amberwell, 
en the ©.C, amend Party Rules?", 


Roi - St, Poncras (Heelas-Grant), 

s Conference censures € B.C,'s decision to raise the 
due s notwithstanding the result of the Party Poll on the matter 
waion recorded an opinion but did not specifically amend Rules, 
Until this had been done, the E,C, had no right to alter the 
subscriptions, - 

Lost 8 - 37, = 
Heclas (St, Pancras), The question put in the Party Poll was ‘should 4 
the subscriptions be increased’ not pede the Rule be amended, The B.C. 
hed no power to amd Rules but had drawn branches! attention to the 


ts 


fact that they had done so, The E,C, had overstepped its powers in 
amending the Rube immediately, 


Nochan (Hackney), St, Pancras were quibbling over a legal point, if thoy " 
ral akm 7 


@ matter to a lawyer he probably would have found that the 


=,C, was out of order, but those members who were voting would mow ™ t 
an amendment to the Rule would folloy, 


Lee (Monchester), If a lawyer had been employed in the matter he couhes : 
also have show thet the B.C, were gnite in order, 


16, 
ITEM FOR DISCUSSION, 


(I) Glasgow City, 
™Mhe question of providing an increase in the number of Agendas 
for Conference and Delegate Meotings," 


It was agreed that the matter boreforred to the Standing Orders 
Committ ec, 


Rosolution - Edmonds (Lewisham) - Warnecke (Zaling), 
"That the Report of the Executive Committee be adopted," 
Agreed, 
Conf ererice Adjourned at 5,20 p.m, 


Collections = £21, 0, 0, 


